
Jurisdiction

Maximum Basic Purchase 

Threshold

Imperial Beach $1,000

Del Mar $1,500

Santee $2,500

Coronado $2,500

Dana Point $5,000

Federal 

Requirements $10,000

La Mesa $10,000

Chula Vista $10,000

Encinitas $10,000

National City $15,000

Average 

(excl. Federal) $17,656

Oceanside $25,000

Solana Beach $25,000

San Diego $25,000

Laguna Beach $30,000

County of SD $30,000

*Carlsbad $40,000

El Cajon $50,000

*Policy adopted in 2009 had $30k limit;

annual CPI cost escalator codified in sops.

Jurisdiction

Maximum Minor Purchase 

Threshold

Del Mar $15,000
Santee $25,000

Solana Beach $25,000

Coronado $30,000

Dana Point $35,000

Imperial Beach $45,000

La Mesa $50,000

National City $50,000

*Carlsbad $60,000

Laguna Beach $75,000

El Cajon $75,000

Average

(Excl. Federal) $64,688

Oceanside $100,000

Chula Vista $100,000

County of SD $100,000

Encinitas $100,000

San Diego $150,000
Federal 

Requirements $250,000

*Policy adopted in 2009 had $30k limit;

annual CPI cost escalator codified in sops.

Maximum Basic refers to the maximum dollar amount staff, or the purchasing 

agent/officer (it varies across agencies) can purchase supplies, services, and equipment 

for without conducting a competitive informal bidding or solicitation process. 

Maximum Minor refers to the maximum dollar amount a purchasing officer or agent can 

purchase supplies, services and equipment without conducting a  full / open, formal 

competitive bidding or solicitation process.  

$0

$50,000

$100,000

$150,000

$200,000

$250,000

$300,000

Trigger Amount for Formal Bidding

$0

$10,000

$20,000

$30,000

$40,000

$50,000

$60,000

Trigger Amounts for Informal Bidding

Attachment 1




